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Europe is an excellent choice  

for your doctorate!
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Are you ambitious and looking for 
a doctorate programme? Europe 
offers you a world of possibilities! 

Europe has an outstanding reputation  

in the field of research and innovation. 

It is home to world leading  laboratories, 

higher education institutions and 

 companies and to 1.5 million full-time 

equivalent researchers. The excellence 

of European research is illustrated by 

the fact that the European Union is 

the top producer of peer-reviewed 

 scientific publications in the world. 

 Furthermore, Europe’s share of  scientific 

publications among the top 10% most 

cited publications is far above the world 

average and has been increasing since 

20001. Within the European Research 

Area, higher education institutions and 

research centres offer a great variety of 

specialisations and there are research 

networks in all academic fields. 

Fact
The 27 countries of the 

European Union together have the 

highest research output in terms 

of publications (approximately 

420,000 publications annually) 

compared to the USA, the Asia-

Pacific region and Latin America. 

Why do 
 your doctorate 

in Europe?

Quality

•		Top-quality doctoral programmes

•		Cutting-edge laboratories and 

 innovative research

•		Close links with industry and 

 enterprises

•		Value for money

Diversity

•		A wide variety of institutions, 

 specialisations and research fields

•		Excellent academic networks within 

Europe and with non-European 

countries

•		The possibility of joint degree 

 programmes in different EU 

 Member States

Opportunities

•		An internationally-recognised 

 degree from a European institution

•		Funding opportunities

•		Support services for international 

doctoral candidates

•		Improved career prospects

Experience

•		The European experience: a rich 

historical and cultural heritage

•		A broad range of leisure activities

•		Unique travel opportunities

•		An international network for life

Fact
With 111,000 new doctorates awarded 

each year, the EU produces nearly twice as 

many doctorates as the USA1.

Te-Ming Chao, Taiwan

Doctoral candidate, Political Science 

“Studying in Europe gives me the 

opportunity to appreciate different 

points of view. Here in Europe,  

diversity is valued in culture, science 

and lifestyle. That’s why life is so 

interesting in Europe: you can meet 

people from all over the world, 

appreciate cultural diversity, practise 

several languages and finally better 

understand who you are.”

Ivy Tan, Singapore 

Manager in the marketing department  

of a European multinational

“The quality of doctoral studies 

in Europe is excellent. Research 

topics are often industrially relevant, 

enabling close interaction and 

collaboration among industrial 

partners and research team members 

of interdisciplinary training.”

The European Union (EU) supports 

 doctoral candidates and young 

researchers in reaching their full 

potential. It implements policies to 

facilitate research, offers various types 

of research funding and  encourages 

the mobility of researchers. These 

initiatives contribute to making 

Europe a highly attractive location 

for doing your doctorate. 

Doing your doctorate in Europe gives 

you the possibility to optimise your 

skills and knowledge in a vibrant 

and culturally diverse environment. 

 Earning a high quality degree and 

gaining European experience will 

 increase your future career prospects. 

Europe 
offers you

1. Innovation Union Competitiveness Report 2011

http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?section=competitiveness-report&year=2011
http://www.promodoc.eu
http://www.promodoc.eu


The EU offers several types 
of scholarships for doctoral 
candidates who wish to come  
to Europe:

Erasmus Mundus Joint 
 Doctorates
If you are interested in following  

a joint doctoral programme at  

two or more European higher 

 education institutions, the Erasmus 

Mundus programme is definitely 

worth  investigating. This programme  

offers scholarships for doctoral 

 candidates from all over the world, for 

up to three years of doctoral study. 

 

Marie Curie
Marie Curie Actions aim to improve 

the career prospects of doctoral 

candidates and early-stage research-

ers in the public and private sectors. 

 Marie Curie Actions  provide  funding 

for researchers from all over the 

world. 

 

National scholarships of  
EU Member States
The individual EU Member States 

 offer additional funding opportunities 

for doctoral candidates, including 

specific funding for joint programmes 

between two countries. You can find 

out more information on  

 

Funding possibilities

 1.  Prepare well in advance: 

 deter mine your field of research 

and draw up a tentative research 

proposal. Consider consulting 

available online guidelines on 

writing a research proposal. 

 2.  Decide on your criteria (type of 

institution, preferred country,  

type of supervision, preferred 

length, maximum cost, preferred 

start date, and so on) and start  

gathering information on possible 

host institutions. 

Sung Kyu Maeng, South Korea

Senior Research Scientist,  

Water  management 

“The funding provided by the 

European Commission for my 

doctoral degree allowed me to 

better define and pursue the specific 

career path that I am now on.” 
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Fact
The growth of 

transnational 

co-publications 

indicates that 

EU researchers 

are more and 

more integrated 

in transnational 

networks.

2.  This is a general roadmap for arranging 

doctoral study. Please note that the exact 

process varies per European country and  

per institution.

 3.  Find out which funding 

 opportunities are available for 

the programmes that meet your 

criteria. Funding could come 

 from your home country, the EU, 

 specific EU Member States or 

from individual institutions.  

You can find a database with 

funding available in Europe on  

  

 4.  Acquire additional information  

on potential doctoral studies  

and institutions by visiting  relevant 

websites and involving your own 

network. Contact  professors in 

your specific field of expertise, 

current doctoral candidates and 

alumni.

 5.  Contact potential host institutions 

and/or potential supervisors  

to present and discuss your 

 research proposal. 

 6.  Consider your criteria, 

 qualifi cations and possible 

 funding opportunities and 

make a final selection. Submit 

your  application for academic 

 admission to the host institution.

 7.  If you are admitted and you 

 accept the offer: start preparing 

for your stay by arranging your 

visa,  funding and accommodation.

   Roadmap for arranging 
       your doctorate

Fact
Euraxess is a network of hosting 

and support services for doctoral 

candidates and researchers 

throughout the EU Member States. 

Once you have decided to pursue 
your doctorate in Europe, some 
questions will come to mind such 
as how to prepare for your stay 
and where to find funding. This 
roadmap2 will get you started!

http://www.promodoc.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://www.promodoc.eu
http://www.promodoc.eu
http://www.ec.europa.eu/euraxess
http://www.scholarshipportal.eu


SLOVENIA
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Various organisations in the EU 

Member States inform you about 

studying and living in Europe.  

The contact details for each 

organisation, as well as detailed 

information on each European 

country, are available on the 

PromoDoc website  
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Useful links

GENERAL

Erasmus Mundus programme

  

 

Euraxess

 

European Commission

 

PromoDoc

 

Study in Europe

 

The Education Audiovisual and 

Culture Executive Agency (EACEA)

FINDING A 
DOCTORATE

Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates

 

PhD portal

 

 

FUNDING

Erasmus Mundus scholarships

 

Marie Curie Actions

Scholarship portal

PROMODOC 
CONSORTIUM 
PARTNERS

CampusFrance

 

DAAD

 

Nuffic

 

British Council

 

Eurodoc

 

Institute of International Education

 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
http://www.promodoc.eu
http://europa.eu/
http://www.promodoc.eu/malta/organisation-of-studies
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://www.ec.europa.eu/euraxess
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions
http://www.ec.europa.eu
http://www.scholarshipportal.eu
http://www.promodoc.eu
http://www.study-in-europe.org
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu
http://www.phdportal.eu
http://www.campusfrance.org
http://www.daad.de
http://www.nuffic.nl
http://www.britishcouncil.org
http://www.eurodoc.net
http://www.iie.org
http://www.promodoc.eu


Erasmus Mundus Action 3
PromoDoc is a project funded by  

the European Union for the 

promotion of European doctoral 

programmes in industrialised 

countries. 

Implemented by:

Non-contractual document. 
September 2011.
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campusf rance .org
F R A N C E
CAMPUS
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